
 

 

Newsletter: October 2026 
 

Mount Cook, Macmillan and Much More: Our Autumn Half Term Round Up! 
What a fantastic first half term it has been at Snarestone! We are incredibly proud of how well our wonderful 
Reception children have settled into school life. They have embraced every opportunity with enthusiasm and 
confidence, and it already feels as though they have always been part of our school family. 
 

It has certainly been a busy and exciting few weeks, packed with memorable experiences and achievements. 
Highlights have included our Kingfishers' residential visit to Mount Cook, a fabulous performance of Dr 
Dolittle by Image Musical Theatre, and some outstanding performances from our cross-country team. We 
were also delighted to welcome so many families and friends to our Macmillan Coffee Morning and 
Grandparents to School Day. Thanks to your generosity, we raised over £260 for Macmillan Cancer Support. 
Thank you to everyone who has supported these events and helped make them such a success. 
 

As we head into the half-term break, we would like to thank all our pupils, families and staff for their 
continued support and wish everyone a restful and enjoyable holiday. We look forward to welcoming 
everyone back for another busy and exciting half term. 
 

Supporting Ashby Food Bank 
As part of our Harvest celebrations, we are once again collecting donations 
for Ashby Food Bank. We know that many local families continue to face 
difficult circumstances, and even a small donation can make a real 
difference. 
 

Please consider donating an item from the attached list of the food bank's 
most urgently needed supplies. All donations should be brought into school 
by the end of this week. 
 

Thank you for your kindness, generosity and continued support in helping 
our local community. Together, we can make a real difference to those who 
need it most. 
 

 

 

Conkers Prize Extended to the Whole School! 
We are absolutely delighted to share the news that Conkers Discovery Centre has very 
kindly agreed to extend our prize for winning the Heather Scarecrow Festival to 
include the entire school! 
 

As a result, every child will have the opportunity to enjoy a free visit to Conkers 
Discovery Centre, which we are planning to arrange during the Spring Term. 
 

A huge thank you to everyone at Conkers for their generosity and support. We are 
incredibly grateful and know that this will be a fantastic experience for all our children. 
We look forward to sharing more details with families in the coming months.  
 

Life Education Visit 
This half term, we welcomed the Life Education team to Snarestone for a 
series of engaging PSHE lessons across the school. Children explored 
important themes including friendship, feelings and celebrating what makes 
us unique. The sessions encouraged children to think about healthy 
relationships, understanding emotions and developing self-confidence. A 
particular highlight was meeting Harold the Giraffe, the much-loved Life 
Education mascot, who was a big hit with children and staff alike!  

 



 

Attendance 

 

Attendance is one of the biggest factors in 
helping children succeed at school. When 
children attend regularly, they are more likely to 
make strong progress, develop positive friendships, feel confident and take full advantage of the 
opportunities available to them. 
 

This year, we are launching our ‘Every Day Counts’ campaign to celebrate and promote excellent 
attendance across our school community. The campaign is designed to encourage pupils and families to 
recognise the importance of being in school every day, arriving on time and ready to learn. 
Throughout the year we will be sharing attendance information, celebrating successes and recognising 
classes and pupils who demonstrate excellent attendance and commitment to their learning. 
 

We understand that children are sometimes genuinely unwell and should remain at home when 
necessary. However, wherever possible, we ask families to support us by ensuring children attend school 
every day and by arranging appointments and family holidays outside term time. 
 

Together, we can ensure that every child enjoys the full benefit of their education and all the 
opportunities that school life provides. Thank you for your continued support. 
 Every Day Counts. Every Lesson Counts. Every Child Counts. 

 

 
September’s Attendance Award went to Reception 

with 98.3% - well done! 

Our attendance so far this year: 
Swans Reception: 98.3% 
Swans Year 1/2: 98.0% 
Herons: 97.8% 
Kingfishers: 94.3% 
Whole School: 97.0% 



 

 

Diary Dates: Autumn Term 2026 
 

Please find below diary dates that we currently have for the autumn term: New dates or changes are in red 
OCTOBER    

Thursday 15th   Open afternoon for prospective 2027 starters 1:30-3pm  

Friday 16th  TEACHER TRAINING DAY – SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS   

19th – 23rd  HALF TERM   

Tuesday 27th  Parents’ Evening – full details to follow. You will be able to 

sign up for a 10-minute timeslot 

tbc all classes 

Wednesday 28th  Parents’ Evening – full details to follow. You will be able to 

sign up for a 10-minute timeslot 

tbc all classes 

Friday 30th  FOSS Halloween Party/Disco  Swans 3:30-5pm 

KS2 5:30-7pm 

NOVEMBER    

Monday 2nd     Flu immunisations am whole school 

Friday 6th   VIP Assembly – all parents invited 2:50pm whole school 

Wednesday 11th  Walk to Snarestone War Memorial for Remembrance 11am whole school 

Friday 13th  Children in Need – fundraising activities to be decided by our 

School Parliament 

all day whole school 

Celebration Assembly – children may talk about an out-of-

school achievement (sign-up sheet on Mr. Jewitt’s door) 

2:50pm whole school 

16th – 20th  

  

Anti-Bullying Week. Theme: Break the Silence all week whole school 

Monday 16th - Odd Socks Day (children may wear colourful, 

crazy odd socks to celebrate diversity) 

  

Tuesday 17th  Open morning for prospective 2027 starters 9.30-10.40am  

Friday 20th   FOSS Family Quiz Night – details to follow evening all welcome 

Friday 27th  VIP Assembly – all parents invited 2:50pm whole school 

DECEMBER    

Tuesday 1st  School Christmas post box opens  whole school 

Thursday 3rd  Christingle assembly (children will need a large orange) am whole school 

Friday 4th  Santa Fun Run for Rainbows – wear PJs and Christmas 

headwear – small donation for Rainbows and raffle prize for 

FOSS – full details to follow 

am whole school 

Celebration Assembly – children may talk about an out-of-

school achievement (sign-up sheet on Mr. Jewitt’s door) 

2:50pm whole school 

Tuesday 8th  Swans Christmas Nativity performance 2:00pm Swans  

Wednesday 9th  Christmas Jumper Day 

Decorations Day 

 

am 

 

whole school 

Swans Christmas Nativity performance 5:30pm Swans  

Friday 11th  VIP Assembly – all parents invited (inc. raffle draw) 2:50pm whole school 

Tuesday 15th  Panto at Derby Arena – Snow White 

children will return late to school on this date 

return 

approx. 5pm 

whole school 

Thursday 17th   Christmas dinner tbc 

Children may dress in their Christmas jumpers/hats/tinsel etc. 

 whole school 

FOSS Christmas Movie Night – details to follow  after school whole school 

Friday 18th Christmas service at St. Bartholomew’s Church tbc 10am start all welcome 

Last day of term – children may wear their Christmas jumpers  whole school 

21st Dec – 1st Jan SCHOOL CLOSED   

JANUARY    

Monday 4th   School re-opens to pupils  whole school 



 

Friday 8th  Young Voices concert at the BP Pulse Arena, Birmingham – 

details and timings to follow 

concert 7pm 

start 

KS2 

FEBRUARY    

w/b 1st  Children’s Mental Health Week   

Tuesday 9th  Internet Safety Day. Theme: Together for a Better Internet.’ all day whole school 

Friday 12th  TEACHER TRAINING DAY – SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS   

15th – 19th  HALF TERM   

Please note that all these dates are subject to change and will be added to as the year progresses 
 

Cross Country  
NWL CROSS COUNTRY DATES 2026-27 
We are pleased to inform you that we now have the dates for the 
North West Leicestershire cross country races, which are open to all 
children from Reception to Year 6. The race dates and venues are as 
follows: 
Saturday 7th November - 10am - organised by Moira Primary School and hosted by Moira Furnace 
Saturday 5th December- 10am- organised and hosted by Sir John Moore Primary School 
Saturday 16th January – 10am- organised by Ibstock Junior School and hosted by Coalville Rugby Club. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

There is a wonderful website called The Hub of Hope, which is the UK’s leading 
mental health support database. It brings local, national, peer, community, 
charity, private and NHS mental health support and services together in one 
place for the first time and is well worth a look if you, your child, or someone 
you know, needs support. Go to https://hubofhope.co.uk/ 

 

https://hubofhope.co.uk/


 

National Online Safety Guides 
The National College ‘Wake Up Wednesday’ guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the 
confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed age-appropriate conversations with children about online 
safety, mental health and well-being. This online safety guide focuses on social media and mental health. It 
highlights a number of tips such as how to hide content, setting daily limits and discussing what children have seen 
online. 

 
For further advice on gaming, and online safety generally, visit the UK Safer Internet Centre at https://saferinternet.org.uk/ 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/

